
“Tell us about your teaching philosophy.” 



Dr. Barbi Honeycutt, Director of Graduate Teaching Programs 

NC State University & Flip It Consulting 

Developing Your Teaching Portfolio 
Whatõs your story? 



Learning Outcomes 
 

1. Describe what a teaching portfolio is (and is not)  
2. List reasons why a teaching portfolio is important  
3. Explain the main components of a teaching 

portfolio  
4. Generate ideas for materials to include in your 

own portfolio 
5. Explain the importance of the teaching philosophy  
6. Generate ideas for your teaching philosophy 

statement 
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Why is a teaching portfolio 
important? 



Container Whole life 

history 
Scrapbook 

What is a teaching portfolio? 
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A scholarly research project about your 
teaching: 

 
 

ÅThesis  
Purpose and teaching philosophy 
 

ÅEvidence/data  
Materials from self, students, and others 

 

ÅDescriptions and analysis 
Reflections and analyses  of data 
 

ÅConclusion 
     Summarize & explain future goals 
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Your Portfolio 

in 5 Steps 
Purpose 

Context 

Philosophy 

Evidence & 
Analysis 

Reflective 
Summary 
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What are the different types of 
portfolios? 

Å Comprehensive 

ÅCourse-based 

ÅTheme-based 
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Apply It Purpose 
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Your Portfolio 

in 5 Steps 
Purpose 

Context 

Philosophy 

Evidence & 
Analysis 

Reflective 
Summary 
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Apply It Context 
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Your Portfolio 

in 5 Steps 
Purpose 

Context 

Philosophy 

Evidence & 
Analysis 

Reflective 
Summary 
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Teaching 

Philosophy 

Material  

from self 

Material  

from others 

Material  

from students 

Descriptions 

Reflections 

Lǘ ƛǎΧ 
 
Required 
 
Most important part 
 
The “glue” 
 
Your “thesis” 
 
Hard to write 
 

What is the teaching philosophy 
statement? 



Teaching Philosophy Statement 
ÅMay evolve throughout your career. 

Å If it changes dramatically, tell the story. 

ÅFormat: 

ïFirst person – use “I” 

ïYour voice – tell your story 

ï1-2 pages 

ïNon-technical language 

ïAvoid generalities; balance the big picture with 
specific examples 

ïCreative?  Consider quotes, stories, analogies, etc. 

ïBe ready to share in an interview  
 

The Teaching Philosophy 

© 2013, B. Honeycutt, Flip It Consulting 



Teaching Philosophy Statement 

Examples & Rubric 
(See worksheets #1 and #2) 



Apply It Philosophy 
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Your Portfolio 

in 5 Steps 
Purpose 

Context 

Philosophy 

Evidence & 
Analysis 

Reflective 
Summary 



Show me the evidence! 

From Self 

From Students From Others 
 

Seldin, P. (2004).  The Teaching Portfolio:  A Practical Guide to Improved Performance 

and Promotion/Tenure Decisions, 3rd edition.  Bolton, MA:  Anker. 



Refer to worksheet #3 
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Apply It Evidence & 
Analysis 
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Your Portfolio 

in 5 Steps 
Purpose 

Context 

Philosophy 

Evidence & 
Analysis 

Reflective 
Summary 

© 2013, B. Honeycutt, Flip It Consulting 



Teaching Philosophy Statement 

ÅMake the connections for your reader. 
ïIt’s not a collection Ą It’s a story 

ïReflect, describe, and analyze each section. 
 

ÅWhat lessons have you learned? 
 

ÅWhat’s next?  How do you plan to 
continue your professional development 
in teaching? 
 
 

Reflective Summary 
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Apply It Reflective 
Summary 
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Teaching Philosophy Statement It’s a Fine Balance… 
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Letôs take a look at a few 

examplesé 



Example:  Notice the categories and purpose statement 
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Example:  One way to present teaching experience 
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Example:  Linking courses, methods, and strategies 
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Example:  Presenting student evaluations 
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Example:  Presenting your professional development 
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Example:  Making connections for your reader 
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Recommendations 
 

Å Start early and collect constantly  
Å Summarize, analyze, combine data  
Å Remove students’ information or get permission 
Å “Field test” your portfolio – share it 
Å Realize the portfolio is never really “done” 
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“Tell us about your teaching philosophy.” 


